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2020 suspend halt cease pause

BNC 1

Freq per mil

Suspend 401 4.01

Halt 1648 16.48

Cease 993 9.93

Pause 1800 18.00

1 pause halt

suspend
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2 pause 1800

suspend 401

pause 1046 halt 533 cease 111

suspend 19 pause halt

suspend

153
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collocation

Firth 1957 MI Mutual 

Information Score MI 

MI

BNC Collocates suspend halt

pause cease 4/ 4 MI

MI

3
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suspend cease suspend

cease

cease suspend halt verb

to a halt pause

halt pause cease

Pause Cease Suspend Halt

Freq per mil Freq per mil Freq per mil Freq per mil

100 10.04 49 4.92 24 2.41 43 4.32

1046 65.75 111 6.98 19 1.19 533 33.5

62 8.54 36 4.96 24 3.3 87 11.98

63 6.02 75 7.17 51 4.87 279 26.66

158 9.58 241 14.61 153 9.28 321 19.46

123 8.02 250 16.31 45 2.94 85 5.54

248 11.9 231 11.09 85 4.08 300 14.4

1800 18.00 993 9.93 401 4.01 1648 16.48

suspend halt pause cease

MI MI MI MI

1 disbelief 9.47 skidded 10.29 momentary 8.68 amaze 9.58

2 pending 8.15 screeched 10.18 Ros 7.77 hostilities 8.73

3 ANC 7.57 grind 9.44 Guil 7.15 forthwith 8.21

4 judgement 6.8 abrupt 8.97 pause 6.48 exist 7.15

5 voted 6.59 grinding 8.56 lengthy 6.03 payable 5.66

6 licence 6.07 slide 6.33 pregnant 5.77 trading 5.38

7 armed 5.73 drew 5.01 awkward 5.75 feeding 5.02

8 operations 5.66 ground 4.76 brief 5.39 shall 4.84

9 struggle 5.62 came 4.71 slight 5.22 altogether 4.78

10 belief 5.58 call 4.71 breath 4.66 operations 4.49

11 decided 5.45 sudden 4.65 ������ 4.42 immediately 4.28

12 membership 5.35 decline 4.56 answered 4.35 payments 4.28

13 decision 4.79 brought 4.26 moment 4.28 apply 4.21

14 forced 4.77 campaign 3.92 long 3.98 function 3.97

15 agreed 4.69 attempt 3.72 after 3.7 production 3.83

16 action 4.07 called 3.55 replied 3.58 announced 3.47

17 policy 3.56 outside 3.44 added 3.45 never 3.44

18 power 3.53 car 3.43 followed 3.31 activities 3.26

19 until 3.3 ��	

� 3.24 without 3.06 ��� 3.18

20 court 3.1 front 3.2 there 3.02 would 3.04



3

Sinclair  J 1991

Stubbs  M 1996 suspend

halt cease pause

1 suspend

1 If you want to suspend this policy you must send your 

�������	�������

2 The child will learn to suspend action in order to take 

further goals into account.

1 suspend policy 2

suspend action suspend

suspend

2 halt

3 John brought in two years ago to halt the slide of the 

club.

4 The cattle-truck came to a halt beside the knot of boys .

3 halt slide halt the slide

...

halt

4 came to a halt

3 pause

5  You are left with an awkward pause and this spoils the 

���������	��	������������

6 There was a momentary pause during which Steve 

glanced at his wife.

5 pause awkward

6

pause momentary

4 cease

7 Calverton should ceaseproduction by November.

8 The leaders were prepared to ceasehostilities against 

their enemies.

7 cease production

8 cease hostilities

BNC suspend

pause halt cease

pause halt

pause halt suspend cease

suspend cease suspend

cease

pause halt

verb to a halt halt cease

pause awkward

[1]Davies, Mark (2004  ) BYU BNC: The British 

National Corpus Available online at http:/ /corpus byu edu/

bnc EB/OL

[2]Firth Papers in linguistics[C],1957.

[3]Sinclair, J. Corpus, Concordance, Collocation[M]. 

Oxford: Oxford University Press,1991.

[4]Stubbs, M. Text and Corpus Analysis[M]. Oxford: 

Blackwell Publishers,1996.

[5] . COCA

fright fear dread dismay [J]. ,2019,(17):229+228.

2002 2000

19

· 1975


